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FIRST IMPRESSIONS,

&c. &c. &c.

CHAPTER I
WILD SPORTS.—continued.

TaE following morning, we carried our camp to
avillage called Maerzapore, higher up on the left
bank of the river: we scoured the country for
game in our progress, and found it teeming with
deer, of which we killed a very large number.
Mirchi left us, and set out upon a circuit, to gather
information of more tigers: but, in this instance,
we stole a march upon him; for, upon our arrival
at the village where our camp was to be pitched,
several of the rdiuts came forth to meet us, with
news of a couple of these formidable beasts, who
had been dealing destruction among their herds,
and breaking through their enclosures.

VOL. II. B



2 SPORTING EXCURSION.

We instantly remounted our elephants and set
forth in pursuit of them; but we had scarcely
got beyond the boundaries of our camp, when we
espied a strong party of sportsmen, having eight
elephants in their train, advancing in the direction
of the ground towards which our own intentions
were bent. Their object was so evident, that we
at once suspected our informants of endeavouring
to sell us a bad bargain, having alreadyapprized the
other party of the position of the game ; no uncom-
‘mon practice among these rascals, by which they
often obtain a double reward : I therefore ordered
the spokesman and ostensible leader of them
to be taken upon an elephant, in order that he
might be punished for his fraud, if our surmises
should prove correct : I then mounted my horse
and galloped off to the advancing party to ascer-
tain their movements. They turned out to be
from Merat; men whom we knew well, and whom
Mirchi had quoted as crack shots: -

They were now upon the same scent as our-
selves, and being before-hand with us, claimed the
game, according to the custom in similarcases. I
gave them a hint that weshould beglad to join them
in the chase, but it was not taken, and I, therefore,
returned to wreak my displeasure upon our false



A SECOND PARTY. 3

informant, having confronted him with the other
party, and found him guilty of the imposture.

We were too well acquainted with the skill of
the other sportsmen to wish to continue anywhere
in their neighbourhood, knowing that they would
be likely to leave us greenhorns but a scanty share
of the choice fruits of the field. Finding moreover
that they had ordered their tents to be pitched
close to ours, it became necessary that we should
enter into some arrangement with them as to the
route to be pursued by each, in order that we
might not again cross each others’ sport.

They returned to camp soonafterwe had finished
our breakfast, but they came empty-handed, for
the tigers had quitted their ground, probably in
consequence of our firing in the morning, before
we heard of them. At dinner, we all sat down
together, and came to an understanding that one
party should take the left, the ether the right of
certain villages througbout the Kddir ;* and having

) * The Kdédir, or Kadirt Dhodn, is a long:tract of country lying within the

old bed of the Ganges, forming a valley from one to seven miles in breadth,
and extending from Ghurmuktisa as far north as Hurdwar, where it is con-
nected by & narrow pass with the gigantic valley of Deyra Dhoon. The
Kédir has apparently been cut away below - the level of the surrounding
country, by the constant shifting of the river., Its soil is sandy and much
impregnated with natron, supporting little vegetation, except the rank
jungul grass, and here and there patches of the jkaint shrub; it is intersected
with deep and unwholesome morasses and quicksands, which afford, in

B2



4 SPORTING EXCURSION.

disposed of this matter to the satisfaction of all
parties, we passed the bottle round, and turned the
talk upon the merits of the different gun-smiths,
and the efficacies of various proportions in charge,
weight of ball, &c. ; just as a posse of doctors will
invariably be found conferring upon their cases;
a military man discussing appointments and pro-
motions; the sons of Neptune conversing about
clippers, tonnage, cut, &c.; or parsons comparing
souls and salaries. The conversation next ran
upon the meritorious exploits of our friend Mirchi,
and his admirable qualifications for his office.

““Ah! he’s the keenest sportsman among us
after all,” said one of the old hands; ¢ I’ll tell
you a tale of him which will show his daring;
it occurred while I was out with him, last year.
Fred. pass the bottle——Oh! he’s a fine fellow,
old Mirchi.—Koi hi® tdza chillaum lao.*—It
was at Jiedpore; we had been for several hours
beating about in search of a tiger, which had
been playing Tom and J erry with all the machaum
wallast in the neighbourhood, ‘and still avoided
many plu:es; seeure vretreate/ to numbers of ;ige-l"s; the weight of the
elephant rendering it impossible for him to cross to them.

* Who's there? Bring a fresh supply.of tohacoo for my keokka.

+ Men set to watch the crops from a sort of a platform raised high in the
air upon bamboos, so that they may have a good command of observation.
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DARING EXPLOIT OF THE SHIKARRI

the search of our scouts, and the track of our ele-
phants. Well, at last Mirchi thought he had got
him, and conducted us to a fine promising patch of
jungul, which we beat and re-beat, until we, for the
first time, thought the old man at fault, and were
about to give it up as a bad job; when a tuft of
cover, hardly large enough to attract our notice,
led Mirchi to exclaim once more, that he was on
the right scent, and pushing forward his elephant,
he went to reconnoitre the spot. He found it
surrounded with a broad fussun,* which he thought
would hardly be practicable to our elephants; so
dismounting, the hardy fellow, with only his usual
weapons, waded to the thicket in the centre; and
then crawling upon his hands and knees, he thrust
his head and shoulders into the very knot of grass
where the tiger was supposed to lie. We shouted
to dissuade him; we offered him. fire-arms.; but
no, he kept his ground; and two seconds after-
wards, we saw him backing out again, as coolly and
as cautiouslyas he 'bad, entered, a sure sign that
the game lay there. .He had seen the tiger, and
positively declared that he had stared him in the
face within twenty yards. ¢ Why, Mirchi, you old
fool,” said I, ‘ how could you be such a booby as

* Swamp, and decayed vegetation.



6 SPORTING EXCURSION.

to go and stuff your head into the very jaws of the
beast ”’—* Have you got any tigers in England,
except those that are taken from our junguls?
retorted the old fellow; ¢ youdon’t know them so
well as I do, sir. Do you think the tiger there
would have been as sly as tigers are reported, and
as I know them to be, if he had quitted his cover
to attack me, and so have exposed himself to you
all, whom he knew to be armed to the teeth in
search of him. Wa! Wa! meri buchha, you must
eat some more chuppatti, as Kummul Sahib says,
before you can teach Mirchi any secrets about the
air he breathes.””

“ Wa! Wa!” exclaimed old Mirchi, in proprid
persond, as he made his appearance in the tent,
interrupting the recital of his own valiant deeds;
“<Wa! Wa! meri buchha, Mirchi is sure to hear
his own name in your mouth whenever he comes
into your presence. Your slave hopes you do not
call him as many bad names behind his back as
youdo to his face. I’'m sorry I don’t know your
honour’s language, 6r I might have heard some-
thing worth returning.”

‘¢ Well, Mirchi, my son, I was only telling the
lads of the day at Jiedpore, when you poked your
head into the tiger’s mouth, and drew it out again



FIRING THE JUNGUL. 7

before you were quite' certain whether the beast
was a tiger or buffalo.”

“It’s true, great sir,” replied the old man,
with a dry assumption of humility; ¢ Mirchi
before now has been compelled to ask your sage
opimion in such matters. Perhaps you may deign
to remember how that day's sport was con-
cluded.”

“ Oh! yes, Mirchi, I was just coming to that
part of the story when you interrupted me; so
now we’ll make you tell it for yourself.”

¢ It does not require a very long story, sir,ito
tell the remainder of that hunt. If I remember
right, a few hot-headed young gentlemen wished
to urge their elephants through the fussun against
the will of the sagacious beasts, and the opinion
of their old shikarri, and would probably have
stuck there in the mud for ever, if they had been
left to their own counsel. ¢ Mirchi,” cried one,
‘are you sure the fussur wont bear us < Mirchi,’
said another, ‘are you certain we can’t go on
horseback ?’. < Mirchi,” exclaimed a third, ‘are you
positive we can’t go on foot?’ ¢No, gentlemen,’
rép]ied Mirchi; ‘man is the lord of the creation,
so when it is inconvenient for him to go to the
tiger, the tiger must come to him.” ‘Nonsense,’
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says one of the gentlemen, ‘we can’t drag the
place, so how can we drive out the tiger?” ¢ Why,
I'll show you,’ said Mirchi, so he borrowed a little
fire from the sun, and set the jungul in flames
upon the windward side, so that the tiger was
driven from his haunt, and took refuge under the
muzzles of the gentlemen’s guns.” :

“ Bravo, Mirchi!” .cried the beginner of the
tale; “ you shall have a glass of wine in reward
for your story.” - :

¢ Saldam. Sahib,” sald the old man, as he
touched his forehead, and suddenly withdrew, on
mention of the forbidden spirit.

" ‘I see by the old gentleman’s eye,” said a hap-
py-looking sportsman, in a ragged shooting-jacket,
peeping from under cover of a broad-brimmed
“green hat, drawn .over his forehead to screen his
eyes from the light, while he puffed: away at his
chillaum, « 1 see, by the old gentleman’s eye, that
he is loaded with news, but he must wait till we've
digested our dinners. So, you gents have got Miss
Eima out again; I thought she would have been
lame for life. That was an.awkward shot of
yours, friend —” : :
““ Oh do tell us the upshot of that charge.
The mahawut gives a very confused account of it,



A HOME CHARGE. 9

and doesn’t know exactly who wounded the ele-
phant after all.”

““ Why,” replied the cozy man in the ragged
jacket, ‘“we had the party which you see here,
with the exception of yourselves, and one day while
using Eima asa beater, because, poor lass, she had
been over-worked; we flushed & magnificent tiger,
and brought him at once to the charge. He made
a home push at’Eima, which none of us were able
to avert; for the brute was completely within our
line before we discovered him, so that we could
not pour in the lead, for fear of injuring one
another. One battery alone could play upon him
in his advance, and that was from our good and
jolly companion opposite, who, although he's as
sure as a rifle, is, begging his pardon, ds slow as .
a match-lock: and so the tiger effected a lodge-
ment upon poor Eima’s head, closing' in gallant
style, and taking an eye under one paw, and an
ear under another, at the same time burrying his
fangs deep. in the upper part of her trunk with a
low gurling’ noise as- of bloodthirsty delight and
unslaked vengeance, while he tore and mangled
the flesh. Having thus made good his charge, the
brute drew up his legs and planted them wide
apart over Eima’s face, safe from her attempts to
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crush them by kneeling : thus, in spite of Eima’s
best efforts, the tiger had, for a while, the fight all
his own way, and continued to lacerate her trunk
most pitiably. At the moment of the charge, the
mahawut was fortunately upon the guddi,* instead
of in his usual seat, or he would probably have
fallen a victim to the fury of the beast.
<« It was at first quite impossible for any of us to
assist Eima with safety to herself, for in her violent
endeavours to shake off her antagonist, it was quite
as likely that we should hit one as the other. At
last our matchlock friend there got his elephant
to close quarters with the belligerent parties, and
succeeded in getting a shot at the tiger ; but,alas!
alas 1—Oh! give the poor fellow the dish-cover
there to hide his head under.—Eima, making a
sudden evolution, received his ill drected ball in
- the off hind-foot. My right-hand neighbour then
pushed in, and got a sight of the tiger’s head from
the opposite side, so that in thus looking down
upon him he lessened the chances of wounding the
elephant ; taking a steady aim, he let fly both
barrels in quick succession, and dropt the brute
as dead as a stone at Eima's feet. She, peor
thing, was so enraged, that she threw herself upon

* Cushion upon the elephant’s back.
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the carcase, and kneaded it to the semblance of
a jelly before her ire was at all quenched. But,
come, we had better have in old Mirchi and cut
inthe kudbur (news) for to-morrow.”

‘Mirchi appeared and opened his budget. He
had a couple of tigers close in the neighbourhood ;
and, being here altogether, both parties had an
equal claim to the sport, being allowed, aceording
to the established rule, the option of a toss-up for
the game, or of forming one expedition in pursuit
of it. The latter was agreed upon for the follow-
ing morning ; but seven being, as one of our
number remarked, ‘ too big a body altogither
intirely, for the rale sport,” we determined to
dissolve our co-operation immediately after the
attack. Mirchi had a tiger for us, he said, ata
village called Usseelpore, where the rdiuts would
readily point him out to us; and for the senior
party, he had game within their:beat, to which he
would conduct them in person.

The next morning, we were upon our ground
by sunrise, and: having despatched the two tigers
with our united forces, we-separated, and marched
one to the right, and the other to the left of the
boundary we had laid down. At Usseelpore we
found that Mirchi had not deceived us, for within
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an hour after our arrival at the place, we had
bagged the sport; and hearing of no more tigers,
we turned our batteries upon the smaller game.
While thus employed in pursuit of wild hog, deer,
&c. we came suddenly upon the track of .a wild
elephant, who, by the recent marks of his depreda-
tions, and by the freshness of the boughs which he
had broken, we were convinced could be at no grép,t
distance from us. We followed his track for at
. least a couple of miles, but as we saw nothing of
him, and did not meet with any natives, I thought
the surest plan would be to mount my horse, and
gallop into the nearest village for intelligence.
This I accordingly did, and found the villagers
afraid to venture forth into the junguls on account
of the terrible doings of this wild elephant. They
said that, within the last few days, he had come
down from the Dhoon, whence he had been ex-
pelled by the rest of his herd for misconduct;
and that in consequence of his disgrace, he had
become almost mad with despair,.and had in pure
mischief and rage been laying waste, and destroy-
ing everything which came before him.. Several
men had fallen victims to his.fury; and he had
thrown down villages and torn up the fruit-trees.
He was now, they said, carrying on his work of
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destruction in the neighbourhcod of Selimpore,
only a few miles distant.

Bah! thought I, old Mirchi has played us griffs
a slippery trick, because he thought he could not
depend upon us. He has sent us to beat up the
quarters of a singlé tiger, and has taken the know-
ing ones off to Selimpore, for the wild elephant.
Moreover, it now occutred to me that, during the
whole day, a very heavy fire had been kept up in
the direction of Selimpore, much more incessant .
than would have been the case if the party had
only been engaged upon tigers; so that the only
conclusion was, that they had encountered ‘this
most terrible inhabitant of the junguls. We had
measured his footsteps in the morning, and found
them nearly half as large again as those of our
own elephants, and we therefore sadly regretted
not having a hand in the attack of so fine a beast.

I returneéd with this information to my com-
panions, and, having held a council of war, we de-
termined to‘inftinge for once the terms of our treaty,
and march that evening to ‘Selimpore to hear the
news, not doubting that a most glorious action had
been fought. We started forthwith, and arrived in
their camp just in time to hear the engagement
fought through again over the dinner-table.
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It proved that they had been holding a council
of war upon the expediency of sending an envoy
to our camp, for the purpose of inviting us to join
our forces in the expedition; knowing full well
the power and fury of the antagonist with whom
they had to deal. But, on the other hand, they
feared that any delay in their movements might
give the enemy an opportunity of declining the
engagement, and of beating a retreat to those
wilds where they would be unable to pursue him ;
after a mature debate therefore they came to the
determination of giving him immediate battle, at
all hazards.

The wild elephant had taken up his position in
a large top, or garden, of mango-trees, through
which ran a road leading from one village to
another ; and having established his head-quarters
here, he suffered no one to approach him; already
he had punished with death five or six travellers
who had unwittingly intruded upon his solitude.

The attacking party advanced to theirwork in a
close and compact body, armed to-the teeth with
every barrel in the camp, having the four kdodas
in the front rank, and the four gudd: elephants
bringing up the rear; their object being, not to
alarm their adversary more than they could help,
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by too great a display of their strength, lest he
should fly the contest; and at the same time it
was necessary that they should take with them a
sufficient force, to give them a hope of safety and
of victory. '

As they drew near the socene of the intended
action, they beheld their mighty enemy walking
to and fro beneath the trees, and as soon as he
perceived them, instead of decamping, which they
had feared he would, he walked forth as if to
meet them. When he saw the armed men in the
hdodas with appendages which belong not to his
kind, and that they continued to advance upon
him, he evidently became suspicious of hostility ;
and with a terrible trumpeting he again withdrew
beneath his cover, signifying by every possible
means his exceeding wrath and displeasure at the
invasion. Still the assailants moved on towards
the ground.which he had taken up, and although
he did not fly, he showed signs of trepidation
and uneasiness, which led them to believe that
he would if possible avoid the contest; they there-
fore deemed it expedient to open their batteries
upon him at once, being within sixty or seventy
yards of him. '

The heavy volley thus unexpectedly poured in
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upon him, for a moment or two staggered and
confounded him, nearly all the bullets having
struck him in the head. He speedily recovered
from the shock, however, and stirring himself to
the very extremity of his fearful rage, he threw his
ponderous trunk up over his head, and advancing
~ well his huge tusks, he rushed with terrible fury
upon his assailants. Had he succeeded in making
good his charge, he would undoubtedly, by his
superior power and weight, have overthrown any
of the domestic elephants with which he might
have come in contact. The mahawuts behaved
bravely ; but, with their most strenuous efforts,
they were unable to keep their elephants steady,
when their antagonist advanced to the charge;
three of them gave way a few paces, leaving the
fourth a little in advance, and exposed to the
entire shock of the attack.

The sportsmen, however, were too well ex-
perienced to suffer a slight confusion among their
elephants to annoy them, and when their furious
adversary had arrived within about twenty yards,
having reserved their fire, they discba'rged upon
him a second equally strong battery, with very
steady aim : so well directed were the shots, that
nearly every ball took effect in his head, and with
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more destructive issue than the former, being so
much closer. His head was in a measure protected
by his trunk, which was raised for the purpose of
dealing vengeance, but this delicate member was
dreadfully lacerated, and bled profusely. ~This
checked: his career, and -utterly disconcerted his
charge ; but he again - collected his powers, and
returned- to the assault. ’

- His attemipt was directed more pa.rtlcularly
against the elephant who had stood firm in the last
charge, and wasstill in advaiice of the others ;‘and
these two, being only a few paces apart, would
certainly have come in dreadful collision, had not
the rider, by a ‘most deliberate and well-timed
shot, struck the wild elephant in the eye, which
deprived him of sight upon that side, causing him
to swerve from his direct charge, and apparently
inflicting upon him very acute pain.

Another volley from all the batteries completely
perplexed: him, and’ finding himself much disabled,
and foiled in his repeated charges, he fled the field.
Chase was immiediately given, and a continued fire
was kept up upon him, which brought him again
and again to the.charge, but without success ; for
the wary and skilful sportsmen, whenever they
observed him to be preparing for the onset, reserved
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their fire for the moment of attack, and, by their
excellent aim, were sure to turn him in his career. -
It was no easy matter, however, to despatch so
enormous an animal, and before he fell he had
sustained their united fire more than two hours.

He was ten feet seven inches in height, and of
enormous bulk; his head was preserved as a
trophy, as were also the hairs from the tip of his
tail, which, by-the-bye, the natives believe to be
possessed of a most potent charm; being very
thick and jet black, they are susceptible of a high
polish, and are frequently wrought into bracelets
and other ornaments. The syrens of the East
esteem a trinket made of these hairs as exceedingly
valuable; and when presented by a lover, its
magic virtues are precious beyond price, if all they
say of it be true.

After hearing the above account from our more
fortunate fellow sportsmen, we rode out to the
place where he had fallen, for the purpose of
viewing his remains. Every species of foul-
stomached, carrion-devouring animal, both birds,
beasts, and insects, were collected around his
carcase, having torn forth the greater part of his
intestines. A few discharges of our pieces put
them all apparently to flight; but upon our nearer
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approach, we unhoused several jackals and dogs
from his interior, who had been too busily engaged
in the satisfaction of their filthy appetites toattend -
to our warning. The elephant was truly a .stu-
pendous beast, and those who shot him, calculated
that, from the moment of their first engagement,
until he fell, he must have received at least three
hundred and fifty bullets.

Before quitting the subject, I may as well men-
tion that, a fortnight afterwards, on my return
towards cantonments, I visited the same spot, and
found this elephant’s hide dried over his ribs, look-
ing like the hood of a waggon, and offering to those
who might desire it, a covering from the weather :
had we been so disposed, three of us might have
dined within. The following year I again sought
the spot, and found the bones bleaching in the
sun, deprived of every vestige of flesh and sinew. I
took one of his vertebre as a curiosity, and have it
to this day.

The next morning we again pursued our routes
in two separate directions ; but, as the reader has,
perhaps, had sufficient of the sport, I will make
no apology for digressing, to say a little about the
elephants and their habits.

. Very exaggerated stories are every-where cir-
c2
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culated of the size of elephants found in India, and
we hear people talking of this, which was really
twenty feet high, and that, which was twenty-four
feet. The largest elephant I ever saw was eleven
feet seven inches. The commissariat elephants are
generally fine animals, and they vary in height
from eight to ten feet: they are chiefly from
Deyra Dhoon, where they are caught in pitfalls by
the natives, the old system of decoying them by the
assistance of domestic elephants being exploded.
After the animal has fallen into the pit, he is kept
there without food or water, until the impatience
of confinement gives way to hunger and thirst: he
is allowed to starve till too weak to offer any very
powerful resistance, and he is then supplied with
earth and bundles of jungul grass, which he treads
under him, and thus gradually raises himself from
his prison. He has then one or two domestic
elephants placed over him, to keep him in sub-
jection, and has a scanty supply of food doled out
to him as long as he behaves well ; but the moment
he grows unruly, he is beaten and starved again ;
so that, under so severe a discipline, he speedily
learns to conduct himself with decorum.

Seven or eight months’ tuition will generally
render an elephant quite fit for any kind of work,
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and he is commonly sent to market within six
months of his capture. The value of a properly-
trained elephant in India, sound, and without
‘blemish, varies from 800 to 3,000 rupees, accord-
ing to their age, size, and acquirements; but the
average price is about 1,000 or 1,500, for which
latter sum a very good shikarri elephant may be
purchased. . ,

- An elephant’s behaviour in action against a tiger
depends very much upon the courage and determi-
nation of the mahawut, who has at all times most
complete command over the animal, even to death,
when he chooses to exert it. If thedriverberesolute
and undaunted, the elephant will never disgrace
" himself; but if, on the contrary, the driver should
show signs of fear or indecision, the animal will
certainly turn tail and run off: and this, perhaps,
is the greatest danger to which the tiger hunter is
exposed, barring sun and climate ; for when the
animal is once fairly off, it is seldom that the
mahawut can regain command of him, until he has
thrust himself under a patch of trees, or some other
cover, where the rider will, in all likelihood, be
dashed to atoms. These accidents are, however,
rare ; the mahawuts being generally bold fellows,
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and as alive to the pleasure and excitement of the
sport as most of their masters.

The more we see of these noble animals, the
more our admiration is excited by them; their
docility and sagacity are fully equal to all that has -
been said of them by historians and others, I
could tell many wonderful anecdotes of them,
which fell under my own observation ; one or two,
perhaps, may not be unacceptable to the reader.

Upon one occasion, while shooting upon an
elephant called Bansmutti, belonging to the Com-
pany’s commissariat, at Merat, I had lost the peg
which supports the top_of the chatta, or umbrella,
and as we were passing under some trees, I cut
- off small branches, with the intention of making a
newone. The material, however, was found unfit
for the purpose, being too green, and I told the
mahawut to stop and let the servant dismount to
find a piece of dry wood. The man replied
that there was no occasion for any one to get
down, as the elephant would give a piece up. He
then struck the animal with the hankus, or
goad, and told her to find a piece of stick. The
elephant immediately gave him in her trunk a
handful of dried leaves, whichthe makewut rejected ;
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she then took up a quantity of dust, which was
also refused by the mahawut, who bestowed one or
two smart blows, and showers of abuse, upon
poor Bansmutti, for her want of intelligence : she
then gave up a stick about as thick as a man’s
wrist, for which she was commended, but told that
a smaller stick would do better; and so on, the
mahawut continued to alter his directions, until a
suitable piece of wood was obtained, the elephant
moving on at her usual pace all the time, and
picking up asshe went along whatever she thought
the mahawut guided her to.

Upon another occasion, T was marching with a
friend, who had a vicious turk of a horse, that was
always kept muzzled, except while under the
immediate care of his own groom ; for, with the
exception of this one man, no one could gonear him
with safety, He was always chained by the head
and heels, and it was with great difficulty that his
own sdes could groom him. One evening, my
friend and I were sitting outside the tent, watching
the man’s attempts to get the muzzle on again,
after‘the brute had eaten his corn; when he sud-
denly broke his pickets, knocked down his groom,
and falling upon him, would have torn him to
atoms with his teeth, had not one of our elephants
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stepped forward and driven him from his victim.
This is the more extraordinary, as there is a great
antipathy to horses among elephants, and they
invariably shun them. '

~ Another instance of sagacity, as great perhaps
as either of the foregoing, was shewn by the same
elephant only a few days afterwards. At a village
called Munglour, a little dog belonging to my
friend had fallen into a well, without any person
having remarked the accident; the elephant, how-
ever, must either have seen it, or have heard the
cries of the dog, for she went to the well, and there
moving from side to side with considerable agita-
tion, continued to cry out, as if for assistance.
Her mahawut being asleep, no one replied to her
repeated cries, believing her to be in want of
water. Observing this, the sagacious animal went
and aroused her driver from his sleep, and attracted
him to examine the well by her movements. Here
the dog was discovered and rescued.

It is not, however, the discernment and quick
sense of the individual, as exhibited in such in-
stances as the above, which so excites our interest
and wonder, as the general sagacity and forethought
displayed by the whole race generally, in their
‘habits and in their daily practices. ‘When an ele-

TN\
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phant returns to camp, after a day of toil and
fatigue, if he be ever so hungry or thirsty, he will
not taste the food placed before him until he has
thoroughly cooled himself. He will stand for
half an hour fanning himself with the bough of a
tree, and using other methods of cooling himself,
but he will not commence his meal until he is
quite comfortable. A domestic elephant in India
usually receives about twenty pounds of coarse
flour daily, made up into large flat cakes; but the
greater portion of his food consists in an enormous
- bundle of fresh boughs, which he himself brings
from the forest; his favourite tree is the nime, large
branches of which he crams in between every frag-
ment of cake. There is no animal so deliberate
and so well-behaved at his meals as is the ele-
phant ; he listens to every command of his driver,
and he never refuses to quit his food, however
hungry he may be, provided he sees it put by in
a safe place.

It is truly amusing to watch the care and pre-
caution with which an elephant advances into a
morass ; and if he entertains any suspicion of the
soundness of the bottom, he signifies his opinion
by a loud trumpeting, and refuses to advance.
In such a case, it is very dangerous to urge him
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against his inclination, as he will seldom turn
from any place which is really practicable; and of
this his experience has taught him to judge with
far greater nicety than his rider can pretend to.
If by any chance he should happen to become en-
tangled in a quicksand, his rider stands some
chance of being tucked under him as a support;
for his ingenuity prompts him' to seize for this
purpose every thing which comes within his reach,
and he would look upon any one of his riders as
of equal value with a bundle of grass.

When an elephant has cause to suspect the
soundness of the ground over which he is passing,
he strikes it at every step with the end of his
trunk, and appears in this manner to satisfy him-
self at once, as he either advances without hesi-
tation, or refuses to go forward altogether.

I was one day returning to camp with my com-
panions, after having been out manyhours, shooting
over a country where we had a provoking scarcity
of tigers; and disgusted with our slow sport, we
were nodding with languor in our hdodas, as our
elephants walked patiently along, side by side,
when suddenly a flourishing of trunks, and trum-
peting from the whole party of elephants made us
start to our feet. They broke into a rapid trot,
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which at first we could not at all account for, but we
quickly perceived that the ground all around us
was undulating in long waves like those of the sea,
The fact was, that we were going over a very large
quicksand, and the least hesitation or demur on
the part of any of our elephants would instantly
have plunged us into it, by breaking the solid
crust which had formed over the danger, making
the evil doubly perilous. The animals, however,
were fully sensible of the extent of their risk, and
kept up an easy shuffling sort of trot, gradually
diverging from each other, until we again found
ourselves on terra_firma. .

It was fortunate that four of our elephants were
in the rear, for the surface yielded so much to our
weight, that it was apparent very little more
would have carried us through; from which, had

“it occurred, we should have had great difficulty
in extricating ourselves: for not only was the
quicksand of large extent, but there was, more-
over, nothing in the neighbourhoocl with which we
could have supplied our elephants for their support.

Here no elephant individually would have been
in any danger, as the ground was more than suf-
ficiently firm for the support.of his weight; and we
eannot be surprised that the animals should thus
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have been led into peril. That they should quicken
their pace and tread gently over the treacherous
ground, is scarcely wonderful ; but that theyshould
voluntarily have diverged from each other, so as
to separate their weight, instead of huddling toge-
ther, as is the nature of most animals when
alarmed, affords ground, I think, for very great
admiration and astonishment. '
I could recount numberless stories in illustration
of the vast sagacity and exceeding docility of the
elephant, but I fear to extend my chapter on field-
sports beyond the limits -which my book will
admit. Any man, who has been six months in
the upper provinces of Bengal, will have collected
anecdotes of tiger-hunting, &c. sufficient to fill a
small library, even if he have never seen the sport.
I will only trouble the reader with one more, and
that a short one: I introduce it to shew that,
though theyseldom have the credit of it, black men
have sometimes a little presence of mind about
them. I know the anecdote to be true, though I
cannot authenticate it with names and dates; I
can only say, that it was told to me under circum-
stances which left me no reason to doubt the
veracity of the relator.

A sportsman, while firing at a tiger, was thrown
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from his /doda by a sudden evolution of the ele-
phant, and fell within a few feet of the feline
monster, who was excited to the very extremity
of his fury by repeated wounds. The man was
unable to rise immediately, and the infuriated
tiger was upon the point of springing upon him,
when the servant in the kahause, pulling off his
red turban, which was made of very many yards
of thin muslin, cast it bétween the tiger and his
intended victim. In his wrath, the brute com-
menced tearing it to pieces, and thus gave the
prostrate man time to recollect himself. In an
instant he sprung to his feet and climbed up the
elephant’s tail into the kdoda, whese, regaining his
battery, he quickly despatched the foe, from
‘whom he had escaped by so narrow a chance.

It is, perhaps, worthy of mention, as tending
‘to correct an erroneous idea commonly received,
that tigers never, or very seldom, leap upon the
object of their attack; I mean that, in their
charge, they do not entirely quit the ground.
They generally, in all cases which I have seen,
raise themselves erect upon the hind legs, when
within a few paces of the object they are charging,
and taking a step or two in this upright posture,
they cast themselves with all their force against
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it, striking at the same time with their paws.
‘Some few sportsmen have averred, that they have
seen the tiger lesp upon his prey or upon his foe :
now, positive information is certainly better than
negative; it is no reason the clock did not strike
thirteen because I did not hear it, and I do not
mean to say that the tiger never does leap upon his
victim, or never has done so.

We know that this animal, like the cat, is formed
with peculiar powers for leaping, and that, when
pursued, it has been known to spring over brooks,
enclosures, and other obstructions, with a wonderful
bound: itwould be absurd, then, to say that it never
does leap in meking its charge, or in fixing itself
upon an adversary; I merely affirm that it very
seldom does so, instinct or experience teaching that
the other mode is the more effectual of the two.

A full-grown Bengal tiger will rear himself
upright from the ground at least ten feet, and in
that posture would easily be able to fix his claws
upon the back of an elephant, and in that manner
draw himself completely up ; so that a superficial
observer would be apt to think that he had em-
ployed a spring, when such was not the case.
This latter is, I believe,a very general notion among
those who have not been close observers of the
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animal, and even among many people in India :
the correction here offered is not formed upon the
strength of my own remarks merely, but I have
the opinions of many true sportsmen to back it.

Having settled this important matter my own
way, we will return to cantonments, finding the
weather too hot, and the sport too slack, for longer
sojourn.



CHAPTER II.

SIRDHANA.— THE BEGUM SUMROO AND HER
COURT.

IN these .days, hot as they were, there was
always some gaiety and amusement going forward
at Merat; balls, plays, masquerades, amateur
concerts, dinners, routs, &c., and in th‘e cold
weather, races, hunting, cricket, rackets, clubs,
and the like, rendered the station the goal of every
man’s wishes, who was unfortunate enough not to
be within reach of it. However, as these may be
found elsewhere, I will not dwell upon them, but
for the better edification of the reader, will pay a
visit ta the jaghir of the notorious old Begum
Sumroo, or, to give her titles at full length, Her
Highness Furzand Azuzai, Oomdootul Urraikeen,
Zeb-ul-Nissa, Begum Sumroo, who resides, and
has her court at a small town called Sirdhana,
about thirteen miles N.E. from Merat.

The Begum’s little territory takes the name of
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Sirdhana, from the principal town within its
boundaries; it is about twenty miles in length, by
twelve in breadth, and is now rich and well-cul-
tivated, yielding a revenue of twenty-five lakks
annually, or £250,000, leaving her, perhaps, a net
income of one-half, having deducted her dues to
the British government, and the maintenance of
her little army. The old lady enjoys the right of
judicature upon her own ground, but, in criminal
cases, she is obliged to inform the British govern-
ment of her intention, before she can bring a man
to capital punishment.

The Begum has lately expended a very large
sum in building a palace and popish church at her
little capital. The former is a handsome and
spacious building, though still unfinished : the
rooms are very large and well-proportioned, and
" the furniture costly, though heterogeneous and
badly arranged. Like all similar attempts among
the natives at an imitation of European style, the
whole establishment is a mixture of grandeur and
bad taste.-

There are a great many paintings about the
~ palace, but most of them are miserable daubs
by natives. One or two portraits by Bee-
chey, and a few specimens of Chinnery’s land-
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scapes, are valuable; and there are, among 2
cartload of trash, three or four gocd likenesses by
a native painter, Juan Ram, who has certainly
more of the art in him than any other black man
with whom I have met: his portraits, as far as
features go, are very faithful, servile copies of the
flesh ; but he falls short, where all his brethren do,
in the life and expression, and in figure. He can
paiht an eye, a nose, a mouth, most accurately
resembling the copy; but he cannot breathe life
into the canvas, and then he is sure to stick in a
cow’s leg in a sleeve instead of an arm; and as
for composition, or light and shade, I believe he
never heard of them.

The church is not an ungraceful building, though
its architecture is mixed. It is built entirely for
display, however, and will hold a very small con-
gregation in proportion to its external dimensions.
Its decorations within are very paltry, and about
the altar there is a great deal of tinsel frippery and
tasteless ornament, better fitted for a theatre.
One slab of white marble there is, which is de-
sérvedly admired for the beauty of its mosaic
work, being inlaid with precious stones, in the
style of the Tajh Mahal at Agra.

The village is populous; it is surrounded by a
mud wall, and has a sort of mud citadel within
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it: but these are not now kept up as military de-
fences. There are about 1,200 native Christians
among the inhabitants, who have embraced the
popish faith, in accordance with the Begum’s re-
ligion, for the sake of her charity: these are noto-
riously an idle vagabond race, by far the worst
subjects in the old lady’s jaghir.

Before noticing her subjects more particularly,
it would be but proper to give a slight sketch
of the history and person of this extraordinary
woman. Her maiden name was Zeb-ul-Nissa
(ornament of the sex); she was by birth Cashme-
rian, but by family Georgian. While. quite a
child, she was the companion of Nauchnies, for
which life she was herself educated ; but Fate
decreed that she should make other people dance
instead of being herself obliged to dance for their
amusement. In the course of her wanderings, she
was seen by Summers, an adventurer, who, being
charmed by her personal attractions, more parti-
cularly her fair complexion and lustrous eyes,
made her his favorite concubine, and subsequently
married her. '

- Summers was a man of obscure origin, a native

of the Electorate of Tréves. He entered the

French army under the name of Walter Reinhard,
D 2
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from which he deserted, and, in the year 1760
arrived in Bengal, calling himself Walter Sum-
mers. In Calcutta he obtained a post as a war-
rant-officer in a Swiss battalion ; from this service,
however, he deserted, in hope of something better
among the French at Chandernuggur ; but here he
did not appear to have pleased himself, for he
quitted them with as little ceremony as he had
hitherto used with others, and pushing his for-
tunes further westward, he entered as a common
trooper the service of Zufdir Junge, one of the
Lucknow princes. Desertion had, however, be-
come habitual with him, and for consistency
sake, he again stole away and offered his services
to Meer Kassim Alli, the Nawab of a large district
in Bengal : this chief, taking an especial fancy
to the adventurer, advanced him to some little
notice, and raised a corps of infantry especially
for his command.

Meer Kassim then held his head-quarters at Patna,
and was glad to obtain the assistance of one versed
in the European mode of warfare; for he found
himself continually at variance with the English,
who had a large factory within the place, and who

kept a body of troops in-the neighbourhood for its
protection. :
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Soon after the arrival of Summers at Patna,
Mr. Ellis, the superintendent of this factory, had
a dispute with the Nawab, about the passage of
some supplies up the river, and the Nawab, ren-
dered insolent by the possession of his new ally,
exasperated Mr. Ellis by insults to which English
blood would not submit. Collecting his forces,
Mr. Ellis made an attack upon the town, and
though very far inferior in numbers, he directed
his operations with so much skill and spirit, that
he quickly drove the black man from the walls,
and carried the place by storm. But the advan-
tage which the Europeans had thus gained by
their superior warfare and courage, they as quickly
lost by their imprudence. No sooner had they
taken possession of the place, than they dispersed
through it in search of plunder and drink ; so that
Meer Kassim, having again collected a sufficient
band, had little difficulty in retaking the place,
making priseners of nearly all the Europeans.

Elated with his success, Meer Kassim then
marched out to meet Major Adams, who, having
heard of the disturbance at Patna, was hastening
to Mr. Ellis’s assistance. The Nawab’s troops
were too weak to offer any effectual opposition to
Major Adams’s force, but they succeeded in de-
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terring them from entering the town : the Major,
unable to effect any good here, made an unex-
pected march during the night upon Monghir, and
by a sudden attack, carried this treasured strong-
hold of the Nawab.

. The news of this loss so infuriated Meer Kassim,
that he gave immediate orders for the massacre of
all the prisoners whom he had taken in Patna, and
he pitched upon Summers as a fitting instrument
of so horrible a deed, offering him a large reward
for the execution of it. This man’s avarice and
villany were alike disgraceful to him; he entered
@t once into the project, and the means and manner
of the act were utterly revolting to humanity:
Meer Kassim, with every profession of sincerity,
invited his prisoners to a magnificent feast and
nautch, which they, quite unsuspicious of his
perfidy, gladly attended; and while they were
enjoying the entertainment and conversing in all
confidence with their-host, Summers suddenly
entered the apartment with a band of armed men,
and cruelly put them all to the sword, while the
wine-cup was still at their lips.

Meer Kassim, immediately after this, succeeded
in retaking his fort of Monghir, and held it against
the English during a siege of nine days; but find-
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ing that he should be obliged to surrender the
place without capitulation, he fled, with his officer
Summers and a few followers. Summers, how-
ever, was not the man to adhere to the broken
fortunes of a fallen master; he almost immediately
deserted, and entered the service of Suja-ud-dewla,
son of Zufdir Junge. There, however, he did net
long coatinue, and his restless discontented dis-
position led him to serve successively with seven
or eight different mastersv;A until at last he was
taken into considerable favour by Neujif Kahn,
for whom he performed many valuable services.
Neujif Kahn, in return for these good offices,
rewarded him with the present jaghir of Sirdhana,
the value of which was even then considerable.
Although but imperfectly cultivated, it yielded
a revenue which enabled the adventurer to live
in much state and to amass a large quantity of
treasure. - - - o , v

At this time, Zeb-ul-Nissa, whose ambitious and
enterprising spirit struck at whatever was within
its reach, employed ‘all her arts of fascination to
wheedle her master: into marriage, offering to
embrace the popish religion, which he affected.
She was successful in her allurements, and her
energetic and nervous mind soon assumed the
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entire guidance of the territory. Her avarice and
love of command, however, were insatiate, and be-
ing of a heartless tyrannical disposition, she allow-
ed nothing to stand between her and a desired
object. She grew weary of the restraints imposed
upon her by her lord -and master, and laid a deep
scheme for his destruction, hoping to succeed to
the sole command and inheritance of the jaghir.
This she managed with the most consummate
craft and. policy; for, in the year 1776, she got
rid of her husband, and managed to play her
cards so skilfully with the British Government,
that she was duly instated in possession of the
Jaghir, upon condition of her furnishing for our
service three battalions of irregular infantry.

In the present day, at Sirdhana, mention is very
seldom made of Summers by any of the Begum’s
court; and any queries regarding the manner of
his death, are answered by her myrmidons with
an assurance that he was slain by an emissary
from Meer Kassim: at the same time, it is weld
known that the circumstances of his death were of
a nature to demand this mysterious silence or a
blind of some sort.

Many inducements combined to render a release
from her husband desirable to the Begum. Be-
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sides those of ambition and avarice, already
mentioned, his low debauched life made him an
object of disgust to her eventually. More espe-
cially her jealousy was roused by a passion which
he had conceived for one of her own slave girls,
and this is supposed to have led immediately to
the bold project by which she rid herself of him.
She entered into a conspiracy with those of her
household upon whom she could depend, and
concerted a scheme no less remarkable for the
cunning and dexterity with which it was executed,
than for the revolting barbarity with which it was
conceived.

Summers had been engaged in remonstrance
with his master, Neujif Kahn, in reference to
some supposed encroachments made upon the
ground which had been bestowed upon him; and the
Begum had little difficulty in persuading him that
she had detected a project of Neujif Kahn's, by
which he intended to murder them both, and
regain possession of the jaghir. She therefore
urged him to collect without delay all the treasure,
jewels, and other valuables, which could be easily
transported, and by a rapid flight, to save both
their lives and a portion of their riches, for enjoy-
ment in a foreign land.
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Summers, at first, listened with incredulity to
his wife’s tale, conceivingthat hisbehaviour towards
his master could hardly have exasperated him so far
as to incur risk to his life; but witnesses were
brought by the Begum, with a well-varnished tale,
and he was at last persuaded, knowing by expe-
rience the vacillation of such favour as is-bestowed.
by a native chief, to accede to her importunities,
and preparations were forthwith made for a pre-
cipitate flight. The Begum did not neglect to
represent to her husband, the inevitable conse-
quences of detection, and painted to him the most
cruel and excruciating tortures, even to death,
which would be inflicted upon them by the enraged
Neujif, if he should detect their flight and recover
possession of them : she, therefore, extorted from
him a vow, to which she also bound herself, that,
in case of discovery, they should mutually destroy
themselves, .and for this purpose each party was
provided with a pistel. - -

Everything being fully. arranged pallaes were
put in readiness, and taking with them all the
treasure which they ceuld :accumnlate, without
attracting suspicion among their followers, they
quitted their abode late at night, under pretenee
of paying a visit of ceremony to a neighbour;
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ing Rajha. The party were scarcely clear of
the boundaries of their jaghir, when they were
attacked by a strong body of their own soldiers
and dependants, well armed and disguised.
Resistance and flight were alike hopeless, and in
his despair, Summers was reminded of his vow to
his wife by the report of a pistol in her pa/ki, and
immediately afterwards a cry from her attendants.
‘“ The Begum has slain herself! Wa! Wal the
Begum has slain herself !” Bloody clothes and
portions of his wife’s garments were also shown to
the unfortunate man, who, in the heat of his
remorse and terror, committed suicide with the
pistol his wife had given him: the very ultimum
desideratum of the Begum’s plot.

Having been thus successful in her scheme, the
Begum was reconducted to her heuse by her ap-
plauding retainers, and here she concluded the
tragedy of the day by an act, which will cling
with infamy to her character as long as her name
shall exist.. Within her-own tent, she that night
buried alive the poor: slave girl who had been the
object of her husband’s passion; and placing her
bed over the grave, slept there until morning, lest
any one more compassionate than herself should
have lent a saving hand to the victim. This deed
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is said to have preyed heavily upon her conscience
in after life, though I do not think that her con-
trition was shewn in any amelioration of her tyran-
nical and revengeful disposition.

Four or five years after the above horrible trans~
actions, the Begum attached herself very much
to a Frenchman of the name of L’Oiseau, to whom
she allied herself by the same loose sort of mar-
riage as that by which she was bound to Summers;
but this L’Oiseau appears to have been ounly a
bird of passage, for growing weary of him, as of
her former husband, she gave him a handsome
amount of cash, and sent him about his business.
To him has been erroneously attributed, in more
than one instance, the tragic fate which befel Sum-
mers ; and it is difficult to discover the origin of
this mistake, as those about the Begum’s court
are explicit upon this point.

In person, the Begum is very diminutive, and
although aged, and infirm of body, she still re-
tains vestiges of her former beauty.. Her features
are aquiline, and her complexion, though decayed,
and no longer youthful; is fair; she particularly
prides herself upon the beauty and wonderful
smallness of her hands and feet, which she does
not scruple to display when she thinks they may



THE BEGUM’S DURBAR. 45

be duly appreciated. Her expression is lively
and intelligent, and in her conversation she ma-
nages to render herself very amusing and interest-
ing. She appears to exist principally upon tea
and the smoke of tobacco, and to keep Death
at arm’s length more by the energy of her mind
than by any remaining strength of the flesh. She
has lately had several very serious attacks of illness,
and being eighty-eight years of age, according
to the nearest calculation, can hardly expect to
live much longer. I have frequently been present
at her durbars,* and have enjoyed the privilege of
conversation with her highness, much to my amuse-
ment and edification. She usually receives her
visitors in a tent pitched outside her palace (ex-
cept on grand occasions, when she graces the
state audience-hall with her presence), and has
little display of magnificence or wealth about her
person. ’
Her appearance, at first sight, is'mean and in-
significant. We find her seated upon a dingy
shabby couch, in the cross-legged fashion of a
tailor, her little person enveloped in a large yel-
low cashmere shawl, of exquisite texture, though
by no means showy : under this shawl a handsome

* Durbar, Levee, Audience of State.
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green silk cloak, of Baropean fashion, but em-
broidered, is generally spread around her, which,
as the upper part of her person sinks almost into
it, gives her something the appearance of a biffen,
or pressed baked apple. On her head she is
fond of wearing a turban, after the fashion of men,
whom -also she apes in other matters; but this

head-dress is sometimes with advantage exchanged

for a more becoming Mogul cap of dignity, wrought

with gold, and jewelled.

She is particularly affable to Buropean ladies,
and seldom permits them to quit her presence
without bestowing upon them some token of her
generosity, according to the native custom, either
a cashmere shawl, or a piece of silk, or a jewel,
to the value of twenty or thirty guineas. The old
lady’s generosity, however, is not so apparent in
this way as in her donations and benefactions for
charitable purposes. She has, during the last few
years, given very large sums to the building of -
churches, the endowment of schools, and the main-
tenance of christianized natives. A short time
since, she sent the Bishop of: Calcutta a sum of
money amounting to £15,000, to be expended in
the promotion of charitable and other religious
purposes; and this is not the first gift which she
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has made in the same liberal manner. She is, as
a public character, notoriously generous, when
called upon to loosen her purse-strings, distribut-
ing freely to the indigent, and in no instance
refusing her aid in the construction or benefit
of any public institution,. in. which she can feel
an-interest, or through which her vanity may be
tickled by tbe attraction of public notice. It is
further generally ‘believed that much of this great
liberality is practised in expiation of her former
misdeeds. In smaller matters, she is not so open-
banded, and no fractional expenditure is permitted
in her establishment without her own immediate
approval ; even the common disbursements of her
household are inspected and examined by her per-
sonally.

It is generally believed that the Begum has had
no children, though a report exists that she had a
son by Summers. Her affairs were for many years
conducted by a half-caste, of the name of Dyce,
who married one of her adopted daughters, and
acted as her principal both in civil and military
matters; but this man was éjected from his office,
under pretext of some covert communications with
the British Government. The old man, having
expended his best years in the service of this
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woman, is now living in penury in the Sudder
Bazaar at Merat, and his son, David Ochterlony
Dyce Sombre, Esq., &c. &c. &c., has been instated
in his dignities at the head of affairs.

This son was educated at the Dehli college, and
is an excellent Persian and English scholar, and
although very young, is said to be both active and
politic in the discharge of his multifarious duties.
The internal economy and the revenue of the
_Jjaghir, certainlyreflectcredit upon the government,
and I believe Davy Dyce, as he is familiarly called,
is entitled to the chief merit in the matter. He is
an especial favourite of the Begum’s, and the
acknowledged heir to all her wealth, which is said
to be immense. The jaghir itself reverts to govern-
ment, but there are several handsome houses both
at Sirdhana, at Dehli, and at Merat, which are
the Begum’s own property, and to these also Dyce
will succeed. His expectations from her are
valued at little less than a million of money : he
is a man of enormous bulk, though not more than
five-and-twenty years of age, and though his com-
plexion isvery dark, he has a fine open countenance,
expressive of mildness and intelligence. In disposi-
tion he is kind, and as generous as daylight ; andhe
is a very general favourite with all who know him.
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There are several officers under Dyce, who have
a share in the management of the affairs, civil and
military. The oldest of these is an Italian of the
name of Ragolini, who has command of the
Begum’s body-guard, a funny, pinched, unsoldier-
like little figure, who has held the same post for
many. years, and isan invaluable butt to his com-
panions, There is also an officer, formerly of the
E. 1. Company’s service, who quitted his appoint-
ment for his present situation, hoping no doubt to
reap a more golden harvest than he has yet found
practicable. He isa canny, calculating Scot, with
w